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INTRODUCTION

The Diagnostic Achievement Test in Spelling is a standardized test designed to accom-
plish two purposes. First, the test measures spelling ability, which is reflected in a grade
score of years and months. Second, the test diagnoses specific spelling deficiencies. The
words in the test are clustered by spelling principles. This enables the teacher, utilizing the
Individualized Evaluation Form, to easily diagnose each pupil’s strengths and weaknesses
and assign the proper instructional material.

STRUCTURE

The Diagnostic Achievement Test in Spelling has four forms of equal difficulty (Forms
1, 2, 3, and 4). The equal difficulty of the forms permits the teacher to use one form for
assessing spelling ability and diagnosis, and the other forms to measure achievement.

Each form is composed of one hundred words. Following each word is a sentence con-
taining the word, with context clues to ensure its easy identification.

DIRECTIONS for ADMINISTERING

Provide each pupil with the two answer sheets obtained from the spirit masters. One
answer sheet is for writing words 1-52. The second answer sheet is for writing words
53-100. Tell the pupils to fill in the blanks at the top of each sheet. Inform the pupils which
form of the test they will be taking, and make sure it is recorded correctly at the top of each
sheet.

Before administering the test, instruct the pupils to write or print their answers neatly,
crossing t’s and dotting i's. Instruct them not to write in the small boxes that are at the end
of some of the lines.

Administer the test in the following manner: 1. Say the number before the word. 2. Say
the word. 3. Read the sentence containing the word. 4. Say the word again. If a pupil has

difficulty identifying the word, repeat the process, or devise another sentence containing -

the word.

The number of sessions required for administering the test will depend upon each
group taking it. Most intermediate and junior high school classes can be given the entire
test in one session without their becoming tired or frustrated. Some grades at the inter-
mediate level, however, may require two sessions. Classes at the primary level usually re-
quire two or three sessions if the test is to provide valid results. The teacher at any level
may terminate the test when certain that the remaining words are too difficult for all the

pupils.



DIRECTIONS for SCORING

The Diagnostic Achievement Test in Spelling serves two purposes: it measures spell-
ing ability and diagnoses spelling deficiencies.

To measure spelling ability, count the number of words spelled correctly. Record this
number in the blank provided at the bottom of the pupil’s second answer sheet. This is the
pupil’s raw score. Refer to the conversion table on the next page to translate the raw score
into a grade score of years and months. For example, the conversion table shows that araw
score of 40 equals a grade score of 3.9 (3rd grade 9th month).

Use of the Individualized Evaluation Form is required for diagnosing specific spelling
deficiencies. To prepare to use this form, write the number of words spelled correctly in
each section in the small boxes on the answer sheets. For example, words numbered 1-5 are
words having the short vowel sounds. At the end of line five there is a small box in which to
record the number of these words spelled correctly. Words numbered 6-8 are words
employing the final e principle. There is another box at the end of line eight to record the
number of these words spelled correctly. In the same manner, there is a box at the end of
each group of spelling principles for recording the number of words spelled correctly. These
numbers will be used in the Individualized Evaluation Form to diagnose specific strengths

and weaknesses.




INDIVIDUALIZED EVALUATION FORM

The Individualized Evaluation Form is designed to enable the teacher to visualize each
pupil’s strengths and weaknesses and allow for that pupil’s proper placement in the Pre-
scriptive Spelling Program. The teacher should first fill in the blanks at the top of the form.
Below these blanks is a chart which, when completed, will show the pupil’s spelling profile.

There is a column of letters followed by lines at the left side of the form entitled ‘‘Test
Scores.” These letters correspond to the letters in the boxes on the pupil’s answer sheets.
Copy the numbers from the boxes on the answer sheets onto the appropriate lines at the
left side of the form.

Each vertical line in the chart represents a spelling principle as specified at the bottom
of the form. The numbered dots on the lines indicate the number of words in each category.
Transfer the numbers from the left column to the chart by darkening the appropriate dots.
For example, if the number after A in the left column is 5, darken the dot numbered 5 on the
vertical line lettered A. If the number after B in the left column is 2, darken the dot
numbered 2 on the vertical line lettered B. Continue to darken the dots for all the letters.
Then connect the darkened dots with a line. This will show the pupil’s spelling profile.

The chart also has three horizontal sections. The upper section is labeled ‘‘Independent
Level,” the middle section is labeled ‘‘Needs Reinforcement,” and the lower level is labeled
“Needs Instruction.” A dot darkened in the upper section indicates that the pupil can suc-
cessfully apply the designated principle. A dot darkened in the middle section shows that
the pupil has some skill in applying the designated principle but would improve with prac-
tice. A dot darkened in the lower section indicates that the pupil needs both instruction and
practice to apply the designated principle adequately.

On the following page is a sample of a completed Individualized Evaluation Form.
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ASSIGNMENT of INSTRUCTIONAL BOOKS

' Each vertical line on the Individualized Evaluation Form represents a spelling princi-
ple. At the bottom of each line are specified the principle and the book in which the instruc-

tional lesson for that principle is located.
Examine the pupil’s spelling profile as illustrated by the darkened dots and the line

connecting them. This profile shows which principles the pupil can successfully apply,
which principles need reinforcement, and in which principles the pupil needs instruction.

Place the pupil in the first instructional book of the Prescriptive Spelling Program in
which there are two or more principles classified under “Needs Instruction.” Look at the
-completed Individualized Evaluation Form in the preceding section for an example. This
pupil would be placed in Book Two. Although the spelling principle “Adding Endings’’ (line
D) falls under ““Needs Instruction,” it is the only principle in this category in Book One.
Book Two is the first book where two or more principles fall under ‘“Needs Instruction.”
(The teacher should offer some instruction on “Adding Endings” before the pupil starts us-
ing Book Two.) "

The pupil should begin with the first lesson in the assigned book, even if the spelling
principles in which that pupil is weak are in the middle or near the end of the book. This is
necessary because each principle is based upon a knowledge of the preceding principles, and
a pupil might score well on a section because of rote memory instead of an understanding of
the principle. Beginning with lesson one will ensure that the pupil has the required back-

ground for subsequent lessons.

REEVALUATION

It is suggested that pupils be retested with a different form of the Diagnostic Achieve-
ment Test in Spelling after completing each workbook. This will enable the teacher to
measure progress and rediagnose spelling ability. Four forms of the test are provided for
the initial testing and the subsequent reevaluation.
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BARNELL LOFT-DIAGNOSTIC ACHIEVEMENT TEST IN SPELLING

NAME TEST NUMBER
GRADE TEACHER
DATE SCHOOL
53. 77.

54. 78.

55. N 79.

56. 80.

57. 81.

58. 82.

59. 0 83.

60. ) 84.

61. 85.

62. 86.

63. P 87. R
64. 88.

65. 89.

66. 90.

67. 1 o) \ 91.

68. 92.

69. 93.

70. 94.

71. 95.

72. 96.

73. 97.

74 . 98.

75. 99.

76. 100.

NUMBER RIGHT: GRADE SCORE:
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DIAGNOSTIC ACHIEVEMENT TEST IN SPELLING

BARNELL LOFT, LTD.
FORM “1"

1 can run fast.

My friend has a puppy for a pet.
Where did I put my book? »

It’s fun to play games.

Do rot touch the wet paint.

1 want to ride on the horse.

We made a cake for the party.
Those books are mine.

There are many apples on the tree.
The boat went fast across the water.
Do you like tc eat ice cream?

My toy train has a whistle.

1 am waiting for my parents to come home.
The band needs a new drummer.

He fell and bumped his head.

It was too cold to go suimming.

We roasted marshmallows over the fire.
They went fishing in the lake.

Who is driving the car?

Ha\;e you been tq the movies lately?
‘A pen without ink is useless.

She smiled at the cute baby.

It's my turn to kick the ball.

What is your date of birzh?

The storm did a lot of damage.

Can

pet

did

fun

not

ride
made
those
tree
boat

eat .
train
waiting
drummer
bumped °
swimming
roasted
fishing
driving
lately
useless
smiled
turn
birth

storm



FORM “1”

26. card

27. person
28. join

29. cloud
30. stew
31plaw
32. taught
33. tooth:
34. lawn

35. someday
36. bathtub
37. doorbell
38. bottle
39. rifle

46. pickle |
41. trumpet
42, ‘attempt
43. absent
_44. pupil
45, select
46. migrate
47. department
48. mistake

49. conversation

50. fry

Look at the funny birthday card.

My friend is a nice person.

May Ijoin your club?

The airplane flew through a cloud.

This stew has a lot of potatoes in it.

A farmer has to plow the fields every year.
Who taught you how to ride a bike?

My tooth aches.

I mow the lawn every Saturday.
Someday I'm going to own a boat.

The bathtub is filled with hot water.

Did you hear the doorbell?

She drank a bottle of root beer.

The soldier cleaned the rifle.

Do you want a pickle on your hamburger?
My friend plays a trumpet in the band.

1 will attempt to win a prize.

Why were you absent from school?

Every pupil in my class is nice.

Do you select your own clothes?

Some birds migrate in the winter.

Chairs can be bought in the furniture department.

1 made a mistake and went the wrong way.
We had an interesting conversation.

Use butter to fry the eggs.

card

person
join
cloud
stew
plow
taught
tooth
lawn
someday
bathtub
-Joorbell

hottle (

rifle
pickle
trumpet
attempt
absent
pupil

select
migrate
department
mistake

conversation

P




FORM *1"

51. twenty
52 chimney
53. they'll
54. you're"
55. haven't
' 56. piece
57. their
58. niece
59. receive
60. hatch
61. knot

. wrap
63. tight
64. generous
65. adventure

ial

67. explosive
" 68. afternoon
69. invitation

70. complete

72. disappear

73. collection

74. excitement

This sweater costs twenty dollars.
The smoke goes up the chimney.
They Il be here in a few minutes.
Tell me when you re ready.

1 haven't any money left.

How big a piece do you want?

The children liked their new house.
My niece is coming for a visit.

Did you receive any mail today?
When will the egg hatch?

There is a knot in my shoelace.

Use pretty paper to wrap the present.
These gloves are too tight to put on.

It was generous of you to give to charity.

It would be an adventure to go mountain climbing.

What is your middle initial?

TNTis an explosive.

It's supposed to rain this afternoon.
Did you get an invitation to the party?
I will complete my homework later.
We are going on vacation next week.
The magician made a coin disappear. ’
1 like your stamp collection.

What is causing all the excitement?

The explorer made an important discovery.

Page 3

twenty
chimney
they It
you're
haven't
piece
their
niece

receive

hatch

knot

wrap
tight
generous
adventure
initial
explosive
afternoon
invitation
complete
vacation
disappear
collection
excitement

discovery



FORM “1”

/

76.
\m
78.
79.
80.
81.
82.
83.
84.
85.
86.
87.
88.
89.
90.
91.
92.
83.
94.
95.
96.
97.
98.
99.
100.

-entertain
honorable
telegraph
acrobat’
otherwise
fantastic
permission
temperature

opportunity

surrender
identical
business
though
ninety
separate

decision

maneuver

suspicious
muscle
amateur

foreign

technical

The band will now entertain us.

The mayor is 2n honorable person.

We sent a message by telegraph.

The acrobat did many somersaultsin a r;w.
Study hard; otherwise you will fail.

We saw a fantastic movie.

May I have permission to go?

The temperature today is higher than usual. . '
It's the opportunity of a lifetime. |
1 can see my reflection in the water.

Do you think the enemy will surrender?

My cousins are identical twins.

The store is doing a good business.

We went for a walk even though it was raining.

The sandwich costs ninety cents.

Separate the puppies before they begin fighting.

It was a difficult decision to make.

Firefighters have to be courageous.

Can you maneuver your bike between the cars?
The police officer became suspicious.

1 have a sore muscle in my leg.

Are you an amateur or 8 professional musician?
My parents went to a foreign country.

A secretary must be able to type.

Science is a technical subject.

Pége 4

entertain

telegraph
acrobat
otherwise
fantastic
permission
temperature
opportunity
reflection
surrender
identical
business (

though

ninety
separate
decisiqn
courageous
maneuver
suspicious
muscle
amateur
foreign
secretary
technical(




CONVERSION TABLE

(For All Test Forms)
Raw  Grade Raw  Grade Raw  Grade Raw  Grade
Score Score Score Score Score Score Score Score
1 — 26 2.8 51 4.9 76 83
2 — 27 2.8 52 5.0 77 8.5
3 - 28 2.9 53 5.2 78 8.6
4 -_ 29 3.0 54 5.4 79 8.7
5 - 30 3.1 55 5.5 80 8.9
6 — 31 3.2 56 5.7 81 9.3
7 — 32 3.3 57 5.8 82 9.5
8 —_ 33 3.3 58 5.9 83 9.7
9 e 34 3.4 59 6.0 84 9.9
10 — 35 3.5 60 6.2 85 10.0
11 — 36 3.6 61 6.3 86 —
12 — 37 3.7 62 6.5 87 —
13 e 38 3.8 63 6.6 88 -
14 — 39 3.8 64 6.7 89 —
15 2.0 40 3.9 65 6.8 90 -
16 2.1 41 4.0 66 6.9 91 —
17 2.2 42 4.1 67 7.0 92 -
18 2.2 43 4.2 68 7.1 93 —
19 2.3 44 4.3 69 7.3 94 -
20 2.4 45 4.4 70 7.4 95 -
21 2.4 46 4.5 71 7.5 96 -
22 2.5 47 4.6 72 7.6 97 —
23 2.6 48 4.7 73 7.8 98 -
24 2.6 49 4.8 74 7.9 99 -
25 2.7 50 4.8 75 8.0 100 —







